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ANNUAL MEETING. 



PROCEEDINGS at the Twentieth Annual Meet- 
ing of the Long Island Historical Society, held 
Tuesday evening, May 1 5, 1883, in the Church opposite 
to the Building of the Society. 

The meeting was called to order by the Rev. R. S. 
Storrs, D. D., LL. D., President of the Society. 

The Report of the Board of Directors, for the 
year ending May i, 1883, was read by Mr. A. W. 
Humphreys. 

REPORT. 

The year just closed was the twentieth of the existence of 
the Society, and the Directors are gratified in being able to 
present a report so satisfactory in most respects, and so en- 
couraging, as that which they have now the honor to submit 
to their fellow-members. 

While the year will not be prominent in our annals through 
any distinguished success accomplished, or brilliant addition 
to our resources, — such as were recorded one year ago, — it will 
be seen that our work was steadily and successfully prosecuted, 
that important additions were made to our collections, and that 
the record for the year was of special significance as indicating a 
normal and regular growth, full of encouragement to those who 
have labored to establish the institution, and to those whose 



generosity has laid the soHd foundation, which has made that 
growth possible and assured. 

Since the last annual meeting twenty- nine of our members 
have been removed from us by death. Of those most promi- 
nent in the administration of our affairs, we have to mourn the 
loss of Hon. Henry C. Murphy, who was among the most 
active of those who organized the Society, who was a member 
of the Board of Directors from the outset — serving first as 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary, and afterward as First Vice- 
President ; who was always earnest and efficient in coopera- 
ting with efforts to establish the institution upon a sound basis, 
and who contributed generously to its funds and to its library. 
At the request of the Directors, the President prepared a 
Minute relating to Mr. Murphy, in commemoration of his dis- 
tinguished and useful career, which Minute was adopted by 
the Society, at a meeting held December 12, 1882, and 
was ordered to be engrossed upon our permanent records, 
and is appended to this report. Also, Mr. Edwards S. 
Sanford — a member of the Board, from whom we received 
our publication fund, and who had manifested by other 
liberal acts his interest in the advancement of our insti- 
tution. Others, whose names form the sad record, were 
Abraham B. Baylis, a Councillor of the Society ; Frederick 
Marquand, Dr. Albert E. Sumner, James H. Storrs, James 
Hazlehurst, Trenor W. Park, William E. Dodge, Daniel 
Chauncey, and John F. Clapp, who had all, by liberal contri- 
butions to our funds, and in other ways, shown their interest 
in the institution; — also Edward H. Babcock, Robert Thallon, 
John D. Cocks, N. McGregor Steele, Samuel P. Pope, John 
M. Corwin, Dr. C. Frederick Clark, Anthony P. Ostrom, 
George W. Read, Sylvanus D. Lewis, Cadwallader A. Bedell, 
Dr. Daniel A. Dodge, Stanton Beebe, Daniel A. Sanborn, Mrs. 
James S. Rockwell, Mrs. Maria L. Tweedy, Jarvis Brush, and 
Alfred R. Young ; most of whom were frequent visitors, and 
are all kindly and regretfully remembered. Of Mr. Alfred R. 
Young, whose recent death brings his name last on the list, we 
feel impelled to make a brief mention. He was born in 1829, 
in Yorkshire, England. He came to this country in his youth, 



and entered into business with a relative. In 1853 he went to 
Australia, where he remained five years, and on his return to 
this country became a resident of Brooklyn. At an early age 
he became interested in the study of Natural History, and in 
the collection of alga: and shells, and he continued to add to 
these collections until his death. He became a member of this 
Society in 1867, and took thereafter an active and efficient 
part in the formation of our Natural History collections, not 
only contributing specimens, but giving freely his time and 
labor in assisting in the work of classification and arrangement. 
Mr. Young was a man of the strictest integrity. He was 
remarkable for his plain, downright good sense, perfect disin- 
terestedness, and for his thorough knowledge in his special 
lines of study. For several years he suffered from a distress- 
ing disease — latterly becoming blind; yet he continued his 
studies with the aid of his family, and preserved his cheerful- 
ness to the last. His death, which took place April 12, 1883, 
was tranquilly expected, and was a welcome relief to him. He 
will be remembered by those who had the privilege of his 
acquaintance, for his unselfish devotion to science, his modest 
manliness, and as a good citizen. 

We have added by election seventy-three new members, 
six of them being Life Members. Our present membership, 
after deducting our losses by death and resignation, is as 
follows: Annual Members, 802; Life Members, 522. 



MEETINGS. 

At the regular meetings of this Society, papers have been 
read as follows : ' 

In November, by William W. Story, on " Michelangelo, and 
the Medici and Sistine Chapels"; and by Chief Justice Charles 
P. Daly, on " Songs and Song Writers." 

In December, by Dr. J. S. Newberry, on " The Ancient 
Civilizations of America"; and by Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, on 
"The Van Rensselaer Manor." 



In January, by Rev. Octavius Brooks Frothingham, on 
"Italy in the Engadine"; and by Henry Cabot Lodge, on 
" The Colonial Spirit in the History of the United States." 

In February, by Mr. F. Seymour Hadcn, on " The Princi- 
ples of Etching"; and by Mr. Thomas Fenton Taylor, on 
"Railroads in the United States." 

In March, by Prof James O. Murray, D. D., on " Philip 
Freneau, the Poet of the Revolution"; and by Hon. George 
B. Loring, on " Washington as a Statesman." 

In April, by General S. C. Armstrong, on " The Hawaiian 
Islands," by Mr. E. Hepplc Hall, on "Newfoundland — Past, 
Present, and Future," and by Mr. Morris P. Ferris, on " The 
Early Church in New York." 



LIBRARY. 

The additions to the Library, though not of such extent 
and popular interest as those reported one year ago, have 
added very greatly to its value and usefulness. A gratifying 
fact is the increase in the number of individual donors. A 
complete list of the names of all who have contributed to the 
Library, as well as to the other departments of our collections, 
accompanies this report. Among the books presented to us 
is a beautiful work — forming a large folio, by Salzenberg, on 
the Ancient Christian Architectural Monuments of Constanti- 
nople. The. title of the volume is Alt-Cliristliche Baitdenk- 
mdle von Constantinopel vom V. bis XII. yahrliundcrt. It con- 
tains, among illustrations of other buildings, a number of plates 
relating to the church of St. Sophia, regarded as the greatest 
among domical structures of its class. Many of the plates 
are finely colored. This interesting volume was the gift of 
Mr. Oscar E. Schmidt, of New York. Mr. Rufus Prime, of New 
York, has presented thirty volumes, among which is a fine copy 
of McKenney and Hall's History of the Indian Tribes of 
North America, in three folio volumes, containing one hun- 
dred and twenty colored portraits of the principal chiefs. Mr. 
Temple Prime has given us, among other volumes, the large 
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work by Charles Blanc, entitled Histoire des Pcintrcs de toutes 
les Ecoles, containing hundreds of illustrations ; he has also 
given us an interesting series of engraved portraits of eminent 
members of the great Condc family of France, with separate 
plates of their escutcheons. Dr. Samuel A. Green, Mrs. 
Urania B. Humphrey, and Mr. J. Carson Brevoort have con- 
tinued to send us very useful and interesting contributions, 
and to them, as to our other friends whose names are in the 
list of donors, are due the thankful acknowledgments of the 
Society. 

Among the books purchased is a set, complete to i88r, of 
the great work entitled Histoire Littcraire de la France, in 
twenty-eight volumes, quarto ; Handel's works, in forty-three 
folio volumes ; important English county histories ; continua- 
tions to date of various scries now in dur library, such as the 
English Chronicles, Calendars of State Papers, Hakluyt So- 
ciety publications, Triibner's Oriental Series, and similar works ; 
art publications, such as Hamerton's Graphic Arts, and the 
beautiful volume by Eugene Plon on the life and work of 
Benvenuto Cellini, with many standard works of permanent 
value and usefulness. 

Thirty-nine volumes have been added during the year 
from the Cary Fund, which was established for the purpose of 
founding a department of American Biography. Twenty of 
these volumes were American genealogies. This genea- 
logical department of ours is a very good one, and contains a 
number of privately issued volumes which were printed in 
small editions — mostly for family circulation. As these pri- 
vately issued works are not commonly on sale, nor advertised, 
and are often useful for students of family history, any of our 
friends who can secure a copy of such as they may hear of, 
for our collection, will serve the Society very acceptably. 

Some interesting volumes have been added from the Thurs- 
ton Fund, established as a Memorial of Frederick G. Thurston, 
for a department on the History of Egypt, the Holy Land, 
and Greece. Among the later volumes received may be men- 
tioned the beautiful quarto volume on Egyptian Obelisks, by 
Henry H. Gorringe; a History of Art in Ancient Egypt, by 
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Perrot, in two volumes ; the continuation of Duncker's History 
of Antiquity, Proctor's Great Pyramid, and Egypt of the Past, 
by Erasmus Wilson. 

The Binding Fund, established by Mr. George I. Seney, is 
of great service to us, as, each year, it practically adds 
largely to our library, by making available for convenient use 
the valuable unbound material of which we have a large accu- 
mulation. Four hundred and seventy-three volumes have 
been bound during the year, among which is a set, complete 
from the beginning, of the Official Register of Patents, in 
twenty-five volumes; the Essex Institute publications, com- 
plete; files of newspapers and reviews, and other important 
volumes, which before were liable to injury by use. 

The number of volumes added by gift and purchase was 
fourteen hundred and eighty, and if we add to these the 
volumes which were bound, it will make a total of nineteen 
hundred and fifty-three volumes added to our shelves during 
the year. 

Good progress has been made in the preparation of the 
much needed catalogue of the library, and the work now only 
awaits the action of the Society to be pushed forward to com- 
pletion for the press. The plan is to have an alphabetical cata- 
logue in two parts, the titles of books to be given in the first 
part with sufficient fulness, arranged under the names of 
authors, when known ; and in the second part with short titles 
under subjects. At the present stage of the growth of our 
collections, it would be unwise to print an elaborate and ex- 
pensive subject-index, although the preparation of one will 
be begun immediately after the catalogue now in hand has 
been printed ; and this index could always be accessible in the 
card form, as the catalogue is now. A printed catalogue is of 
course an immediate necessity, and most of our members will 
be surprised, when they shall be able to examine it, to find 
how much that is rare, valuable, and interesting, has been 
gathered into our library during the first twenty years of its 
existence. As was stated in our last report, the only difficulty in 
the way is the cost of printing it, as this could not be paid from 
our present income, nor from any fund now in our possession. 
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We have received from Mr. Robert Benson, Jr., some im- 
portant MS. documents relating to this locaUty. One of those 
is a petition to Lord Howe and Sir WilHam Howe in 1777, 
signed by a large number of persons belonging to families then 
prominent and still well known here. Annexed to the petition 
is a list of horses and wagons taken for His Majesty's service, 
for which the petitioners ask compensation or acknowledgment. 

Several important additions have been made to our collec- 
tion of portraits during the year, as follows : 

A copy, by Frothingham, of Stuart's portrait of Washing- 
ton, presented by Mrs. Urania B. Humphrey. 

A portrait of Philip Livingston, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, and a portrait of Mrs. Catharine 
(Jones) Clinton, the second wife of De Witt Clinton ; both pre- 
sented by Philip Livingston Jones, M. D., of this city ; and 

A portrait of Joseph W. Harper, the eminent publisher, 
presented by his son, Mr. Joseph W. Harper, Jr. 

Among other interesting additions is a photographic fac- 
simile of the Mappe-monde of Sebastian Cabot, taken from the 
original in the National Library in Paris. By permission of 
the Directors of that institution, ten copies were made, one 
of which was secured for our Society. This map of the world 
was composed by Sebastian Cabot in 1 544, and contains geo- 
graphical delineations of discoveries down to about that date. 
Great interest is attached to the numerous inscriptions on the 
map, in Latin and in Spanish. A committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society is now engaged in making a trans- 
lation into English of these inscriptions, with comparisons, 
which, when published, will serve as a valuable aid in the study 
of the map and of the questions suggested by it. 

Also, an original copy of Ratzer's Plan of the City of New 
York and its environs, surveyed in 1766, 1767, which has been 
presented by Mr. J. C. Brevoort; and Mr. John Henry Parker, 
C. B., of Oxford, eminent for his works on the Archaeology of 
Rome (all which are in our library), has sent a copy of his Plan 
of Rome, ancient and modern, printed for private circulation 
only. The plan contains indications of the ancient walls, 
streets, aqueducts, etc., and shows the remains brought to light 



by the enormous excavations of the last twenty years. All 
these interesting details are shown in connection with a map 
of Modern Rome, which forms the basis of the plan. 

At the meeting of the Society held on Tuesday evening, 
January 23, 1883, the President read the following letter : 

163 Lanvale Street, Baltimore, Maryland, ) 

January loth, 1883. > 

Rev. R. S. Storrs, D.D., 

President of the Long Island Historical Society, 
Brooklyn, L. I. 

Dear Sir: I have the high honor to present to the " Long 
Island Historical Society" — of which you are the President — 
a sword, presented to me by my fellow-citizens of the city of 
Brooklyn, February, 185 1, as a token of their esteem and 
regard for my public services. 

This sivord, in connection with a gold snuff-box and medal, — 
presented to me by the Queen of Great Britain, for my services 
in connection with laying the first cable between England and 
America, — I now have the high honor of presenting to the 
Society, of which you are the President, — to be retained among 
the archives of the Society, — as a tribute of respect and regard 
from one of Brooklyn's sons. 

I have the honor to be your most humble and obedient 
servant, 

Joshua R. Sanus, 

Rear-Admiral U. S. Navy. 

Enclosed with the foregoing was the following letter from 
Lord Napier, British Minister at Washington : 

Her Britannic Maje.sty's Legation, ) 
Washington, November 28, 1858. \ 

Sir : The packet which I have the honor to transmit to you 
herewith contains a snuff-box, and a medal bearing a likeness 
of Her Majesty the Queen. 

The Government of Great Britain desire to present to you 
these marks of their gratitude and esteem as memorials of the 
distinguished part you took, when in command of the United 
States ship " Susquehanna," in the first attempt to lay down 
the electric cable between America and Ireland. 
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Although the combined squadron was, during the present 
year, deprived of your assistance by a calamity which ren- 
dered the "Susquehanna" unavailable for active service, Her 
Majesty's Government are highly sensible of the value of your 
cooperation in those preliminary trials which conduced so 
much to subsequent success, and they trust that you will 
retain as agreeable a recollection of your association with Her 
Majesty's ofificers as that which your own character and con- 
duct have inspired in the British Navy. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble 
servant, 

Napier. 

Captain Sands, 

United States Navy, &c., &c., &c. 

With these letters were received sword, snuff-box, and 
medal, the latter bearing the likeness of the Queen, the box 
having on the lid her monogram in diamonds. Admiral Sands 
has reached his eighty-ninth year, and now resides in Balti- 
more. He is the son of Joshua Sands, the first president of 
the village of Brooklyn, whose portrait now hangs in our 
library. In announcing the gifts. Dr. Storrs said of Admiral 
Sands : " Remembering the city of his birth and early train- 
ing, he presents these valuable tokens to the Historical Society, 
to be permanently possessed and preserved by it, in token of 
his regard for the city and his interest in its institutions. It 
is a very delightful thing that one who lived in Brooklyn in 
boyhood, and who has since travelled all over the world, in the 
late evening of life should revert to the scenes of his childhood 
and home of his youth, and present these valuable mementos 
to this institution." 

Mr. Benjamin D. Silliman, Mr. Henry E. Pierrepont, and 
the President were appointed a committee to send a proper 
acknowledgment to Admiral Sands. 

MUSEUM. 

A variety of interesting additions has been made to the 
Museum during the year. Mr. George Scarborough, a mem- 
ber of our Society, has presented his collection of specimens 
of natural history, the gatherings of many years. It comprises 
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about three thousand specimens of plants, embracing over one 
thousand distinct species of phenogamous plants and two 
hundred species of ferns ; also marine, fresh water, and land 
shells, and corals, together with geological and mincralogical 
specimens. Every specimen will be placed with others of its 
class in our general collection, but specifically marked as 
belonging to the " Scarborough Collection." Mr. Scarborough 
has very kindly undertaken to name and classify the collection, 
which, of course, adds greatly to the value of his gift. 

A very beautiful collection of bird-skins has been purchased 
by a member of the Society — whose name we are not per- 
mitted to give — and presented to us. They are arranged in 
a separate case. 

Mr. Ferdinand Ward has presented a pair of deer, mounted 
in the best manner. 

Mr. Abbot L. Dow, who not long since returned from India, 
brought from thence a very curious collection of wood carv- 
ings from Indian temples, which he has presented to the 
Society. Such as we can distinguish and name, are the 
following: 

Ganeslia, the god of wisdom and policy, familiarly called 
Gunaputy. 

Vishnu, the second god of the Hindu Triad. 

Gariida, half man, half bird, on which Vishnu rides, famil- 
iarly called the vehicle of Vishnu ; and an elaborate piece 
illustrating a story in the Raniayaiia." There are also three 
pieces which we have not been able to identify. 

A complete list of contributions, with the names of the 
donors, is appended to this report. The museum is now in 
good condition for visitors, nearly all of the collections being 
on exhibition. It is always accessible to members during the 
day, and upon evenings when meetings of the Society are 
held. On the afternoons of Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days, it is open to any who may desire to visit it. 

This being the twentieth anniversary of our organi- 
zation, it seems appropriate that a brief sketch of the 



15 



origin and progress of the Society should be appended 
to the report of the year's operations. 

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE SOCIETY. 

The first action toward the formation of the Society was 
the issue of a circular dated February 14, 1863, calling a 
meeting for the purpose of effecting an organization. 

The meeting was held March 3, 1863, when a committee 
was appointed to prepare a constitution and by-laws, which, 
at a subsequent meeting, were adopted; and in April, 1863, 
the Society was incorporated in conformity with the general 
law of the State. 

The primary object of the Society — as set forth in its cer- 
tificate of incorporation — "is to discover, procure, and pre- 
serve whatever may relate to general history, especially to the 
United States, the State of New York, and more particularly 
to Long Island." The name of the Society having given to 
some the impression that the history of Long Island, instead 
of being one of its special objects, was the principal object in 
the formation of the institution, the general nature of its ob- 
jects was more fully and clearly set forth in the earlier reports 
made by the Directors. 

In the first report it is stated that, "while it is an important 
part of the work of the Society to rescue from oblivion, to 
preserve, and to make known whatever may illustrate the his- 
tory of Long Island, it should be observed that it is not limited 
to this in its plan of operations." In the third report the 
principal object of the Society is compactly stated as follows: 
" It would gather a complete historical library for reference 
and consultation, comprising especially such rare, curious, 
c.vtcnsive and, sometimes, expensive works — ancient, perhaps, 
or privately printed and often richly illustrated — as will not 
naturally be contained in private libraries, or in public libra- 
ries whose volumes are intended for circulation. It would 
limit its collections to works of no one class, age, or civiliza- 
tion; but would gather, as fast as its means will allow, what- 
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ever — from any department or period of literary progress — 
any reader may wish to look at, or any scholar be desirous 
to consult. 

" In appropriate connection with its library, the other objects 
of the Society are, and have been, to gather works of art, a 
museum of antiquities, historical relics and curiosities, and a 
cabinet of specimens illustrating the natural history of Long 
Island; to hold stated meetings of the members, at which 
papei;s on historical subjects shall be read ; and the publica- 
tion of such unpublished historical material as may come into 
its possession — the intrinsic value and importance of which 
shall justify its appearance in print." 

The wisdom of this wide scheme of operations is now ap- 
parent. While we have done all we could for our local annals, 
by securing what we have been able to find and gain posses- 
sion of, in manuscript and in print, we have also gathered, 
to the extent of the means at our disposal, a collection of books 
in all departments of knowledge, many of them being rare and 
valuable — constituting an excellent beginning for the histor- 
ical library of reference which, of course, must be the work 
of years to form ; and we now only need an adequate endow- 
ment fund to secure for it a solid and steady growth. 

In June, 1863, the Society began its operations in two 
rooms in the Hamilton Building, one of them being shelved 
for its library, the other to be used for its meetings. Contri- 
butions of books, and of money for the purchase of books, as 
well as gifts of paintings and curiosities, soon made it necessary 
the same year to add other rooms; and the following year two 
more were added, and one more in 1867, making eight in all. 
Many of us remember with pleasure those cozy, home-like 
rooms, where the life of the institution began, and where it 
grew steadily, notwithstanding some discouragements, and 
there the solid basis was laid for our present prosperity. 

It was pointed out in the report of the Directors for 1867 — 
and the remark is as true now as then — "that while other 
societies, kindred with this, have been enriched through be- 
quests, we have been provided for principally by the enter- 
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prise and good will of those still living." The names, with 
full details, of all who have given money, books, manuscripts, 
paintings, curiosities, and specimens of natural history, are on 
record, and these names number over two thousand ; indeed, 
the history of the institution can only be a narrative of the 
intelligent liberality of many — a fact which accounts for the 
rapid growth of our collections, and is a presage of future 
progress and strength. It is intended to print, at a proper 
time, a record so honorable to Brooklyn. 

The beginning of a permanent fund was made in 1865, when 
Miss Caroline and Miss Ellen Thurston presented to the Society 
the sum of two thousand dollars to constitute a fund, the 
income of which should be expended in forming a department 
of books relating to the history of Egypt, the Holy Land, and 
Greece, as a memorial of their brother, Frederick G. Thurston. 
The need had already been' felt of a general permanent fund 
for the enlargement and maintenance of the Library, affording 
a regular and sure income, if moderate in amount. Measures 
were taken by the Directors to secure such a fund, and in 1867 
they were able to report that over fifty thousand dollars had 
been raised and invested in city and government bonds. In 
this same report, it was announced that Mrs. Maria Gary had 
presented twenty-five hundred dollars for the purpose of 
founding a department of American biography, in memory of 
her husband, William H. Gary ; and that Mr. Edwards S. 
Sanford had given two thousand dollars to constitute a fund 
for publication. 

In 1868, the site upon which our building now stands was 
purchased for thirty-two thousand five hundred dollars, and 
subscriptions towards paying for it, amounting to over twenty 
thousand dollars, were received from the friends of the Society, 
leaving a mortgage upon the land of fourteen thousand five 
hundred dollars. This year, Mr. Edwards S. Sanford added 
one thousand dollars to the two thousand already given by 
him for a Publication Fund. 

In 1 87 1, an effort was made to secure a Building Fund, 
but the time was not favorable for its accomplishment. The 
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next succeeding' years were the most discouraging in the his- 
tory of the institution. The outlay for interest on mortgages 
and for assessments on our building site was greater than the 
Society was prepared to meet from its income, and the inevi- 
table result was debt, causing great embarrassment, which 
existed for several years. As if to give dramatic completeness 
to our situation, in January, 1874, a fire broke out in the 
Hamilton Building, which, though it did not extend to the 
rooms occupied by us, caused injury to our Library and other 
property, by water, and, for a time, our work was completely 
disorganized. The Directors then proceeded to reorganize 
the affairs of the Society on a sound financial basis, providing 
money to pay indebtedness, mostly by subscriptions among 
themselves, and by appointing a membership committee from 
the younger members of the Society, who did good service in 
securing new members and by arousing fresh interest in the 
institution. 

In 1877, it was decided to make an organized efifort to 
secure a Building Fund. In November of that year, over one 
hundred thousand dollars had been subscribed, and a building 
committee was then appointed. There was some delay in ob- 
taining a satisfactory plan; but finally Mr. George B. Post was 
selected as architect, and a contract for a building, partially 
complete, was made for eighty-five thousand dollars. This 
arrangement, had it been adhered to, would have left the lect- 
ure hall and museum floor unfinished. 

On October 24, 1878, operations were begun on the site, 
and on November 1 1 the foundation stone was laid. Some 
further delay was caused by the necessary rejection of some of 
the terra-cotta work, and by the inefficiency of the iron con- 
tractor, so that it was not until January, 1880, that the work 
contracted for approached completion. 

It was then decided to complete the building in all its parts, 
the estimate of the cost for the additional work being twenty-six 
thousand six hundred dollars. Additional subscriptions were 
soon obtained, and the work was contracted for. Finally, in 
October, 1880, the building was ready for occupation ; and in 
January, 1881, it was formally opened with appropriate cere- 
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monies. The totals of subscriptions, with interest, and of the 
cost of site and building, were as follows : 

Amount subscribed, with interest. . . $155,684.05 

Cost of site . . • . . . $32,500.00 

Cost of building .... 121,209.72 153,709.72 

Surplus $1,974-33 

The cost of the book-cases and other permanent fittings in 
the lower part of the Library, the seats in the lecture hall, the 
plumbing, and the gas-fixtures throughout, was included in 
the cost of tiie building, as given above. The cost of the gal- 
lery book-cases, the furniture and carpets, and cases for the 
museum, was additional. Every part of the work was done 
in the best manner ; the contracts were made when materials 
and labor were lower than they have been at any time since, 
and the building, as it stands, is perfectly adapted for our 
purposes, and is an adornment to the city. 

The splendid additions made to our resources since we have 
taken possession of our new home were fully reported one 
year ago, and it is unnecessary now to repeat that record. It 
is, however, proper to call the attention of members to a 
matter which requires their action: 

The total income of the Society from invested funds, at 

present rates of interest, is ... . $5,920 

From which should be deducted the income of funds 

given for special purposes, amounting to . . 1,409 

Leaving for the general purposes of the Society . . $4,5 1 1 

Our other sources of income are the annual dues of mem- 
bers and the rental of our lecture hall, which are fluctuating 
in amount from year to year. 

Our annual membership, in good standing, is at present 
802. We have, besides, 522 life members, whose dues have 
been commuted. In order to pay our current expenses, and 
to properly maintain the Library by the purchase of necessary 
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books, wc need to enlarge our annual membership to 1200. 
The income from that number of members would enable us to 
meet our current expenses, so that the whole, or the greater 
part, of our income from investments could be applied to the 
increase of the Library. 

An institution such as ours, in order that it shall be in a 
condition to satisfy the requirements of those whose wants it 
was designed to supply, should grow steadily and rapidly, and 
be kept abreast of the times, or the interest in it will decay 
and its vigorous life will become impaired. The rapid growth 
of our collections thus far, and the recent splendid additions 
to our resources, which have been recorded in our later re- 
ports, show that the interest in our institution is now active 
and wide-spread. 

To maintain this interest, and to encourage those who are 
disposed to contribute to our collections and to our funds, an 
effort should now be made to enlarge our membership, so that 
the work of the Society may be vigorously and successfully 
prosecuted. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Mr. Thomas E. Stillman moved the adoption of the 
report, and that the usual number of copies be printed 
for distribution. The motion was seconded, and passed 
by an unanimous vote. 

The President then introduced Mr. Hubert Herko- 
mer, of London, the eminent artist, who delivered a 
lecture on " The Principles and Protrress of Art." 

On motion of Mr. Henry E. Pierrepont, the thanks 
of the Society were voted to. Mr. Herkomer for his 
instructive and interesting lecture ; and the meeting 
then adjourned. 

Chauncev L. Mitchell, 

Recordiiig Secretary. 
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" Acta Columbiana," Editor of. (File of the paper) 
Adams, Prof Ht-rbert B., Baltimore 
" Adelphian " (The), Editor of. (File of the paper) 
Albany, Young Men's Association of 
" American Antiquarian," Publishers of 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester 
American Congregational Association, Boston 
American (leographical Society, New York . 
American Numismatic and Antiquarian Society 

New York 

American Pharmaceutical Association . 
Amherst College ..... 

Anderson, John J., Ph. D. . 
Andover Theological Seminary 
Astor Library ...... 

Balkcom, John, Central Falls, R. I. . 
Barber, Ceorge W. . . . . . 
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Brooklyn Young Men's Philomathean Society 






Brown University ....... 






Browne, H. H. . 






Buflfalo, Young Men's Association of . . . 






Bullinger, E. W 






Caldwell, Augustine, Ipswich, Mass. 






Caldwell, John J., M. D., Baltimore 




Cayuga County Historical Society .... 






Chamber of Commerce, New York 






Chambers, Ceorge S., Harrisburg, Pa. 






Chapin, Alfred C 






Chicago Historical Society ..... 






Chicago Public Library . . 






Chief of Engineers, U. S. N 
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Chittenden, Hon. S. B 


2 




Christiania, University of . 






Clark, Salter S., New York ..... 






Cleveland, 0., Public School Library of . 






Colburn, Jeremiah ..... 
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Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences . 






Conover, (ieorge S. . . 






Cornell, Hon. Alonzo B 






" Corrector " (The), Sag Harbor, L. I., Publishers of . 






Cowley, Rev. Edward ..... 






Cox, Hon. Wm. R. . 






Cutter, Ralph C 






Cutting, Churchill H 






Davenj)ort Academy of Natural Sciences 






Dean, John Ward ....... 






De Krenien, D. ..... . 


2 




Delaware Historical Society ..... 
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Director of the Mint . 
Dome.stic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P, 

E. Church ..... 

Donnell, K. J 

Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N. J 
Eastman, S. C, Concord, N. H. 
Essex Institute, Salem, Mass. 
Everett, Richard J., Boston, Mass. . 
Farley, Rev. Fred'k A., D. D. (Medal of Emperor 

Nicholas of Ru.ssia, 1834 ; and copy of " Massa- 

chusett!} Mercury," Feb. 15, 1799 ■ . . 
Fitzgerald, David, Librarian of the War Department, 

Washington 

" Flushing Journal," Publishers of . 
Gatschet, Albert S., Washington, D. C. . 
Georgia Historical Society. (Two Papers) . 
" (Jlen Cove Gazette," Publishers of . 

Green, Samuel A., M. D 

" Greenpoint Globe," Publishers of . 

Hadden, Alex., M. D 

Hallock, Charles. (Portrait of Genl. Hodgdon, Com 

mander-in-Chief of the Arostook War, 1836) 
Hannah, George .... 
Harper, Joseph W., Jr. (Portrait) . 
Hart, Charles H., LL.D. 
Hartford Library Association . 

Hatch, Walter T 

" Hempstead Inquirer," Publishers of 

Hicks, John S 

Hill, Hamilton A 

Hooper, Rev. Joseph 

Hough, Franklin 15 

H owell, George R., Albany, N. Y. 
Hum])hrey, Mrs. James 
Humphreys, .A,. \V. . . . 

Humphreys, Frederick, M. D. . 
Hunnewell, James F., Charlestown, Mass. 
Hunt, Samuel H., Newton, N. J. 
Iowa College, Grinnell, Iowa 
Iowa State University 
Irwin, John E. . . . . . 

Jillson, David, South Attleboro, Mass. 
Jones, Hon. Charles C, Jr., Augusta, Ga. 
Jones, Philip Livingston. (Portrait of Philip Livings- 
ton; Portrait of Mrs. Catharine (Jones) Clinton) 
Jourdan, Jas., Commissioner of Police and Excise 
Kansas State Historical Society .... 
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" Kings Co. Rural and Brooklyn Gazette," Publish 
ers of 

Leicester (Mass.) Public Library .... 
Lewis, P21ias, Jr. 

Linnfen Society of New York .... 

Littlehale, P\ H., Dallas, Texas 

London Library, Trustees of the .... 

" Long Islander," Huntington, Publishers of 

" Long Island Times," Flushing, Publishers of 

" Long Island Weekly Star," Long Island City, Pub 

lishers of . 
Low, Hon. Seth ..... 

Lowell (Mass.) City Library 
McDonald, Frank V., San Francisco, Cal. 
McKen/.ie, John D. .... 

Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio . 
Massachusetts Historical Society 
Massachusetts, State Library of 
Merwin, A. ..... . 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Michigan State Medical Society 
Michigan University, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Millard, James L 

Milwaukee, Public Library of 
.Minnesota Academy of Natural Sciences . 
Missouri Historical Society . 
Mitchell, John H. (MS. Doc. Sale of slave in Brook 

lyn, 1801) 
Mitchell Library, Glasgow 

Moffat, John L., M. D 

" Narragansett Historical Register," Publishers of 

Nash, E. W 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 
New Jersey Historical Society . 
" Newtown Register," Publishers of 
New York Academy of Sciences 
New York Dispensary .... 
New York Historical Society 
New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Children 

New York Society for the Relief of the Ruptured and 

Crippled ...... 

New York State 

New York State Library .... 
Nichols, Claudius B. . . . . 
Official Gazette of the Patent Office . 
O'Gorman, William, Newtown. (Newspaper cuttings.) 



25 



Onderdonk, Henry, Jr., Jamaica, L. I. 
O'Reilly, Henry .... 
Packer Institute .... 
Paine, H. D., M. D., New York 
Paine, Nathaniel, Worcester, Mass. 
I'aine, Royal ..... 
Paris, Societe d'Ethnographie de . 
Parker, John Henry 
Peabody Institute, Peabody, Mass. 
Pennsylvania Historical Society 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
Philadelphia, Library Company of . 
Philadelphia Mercantile Library . 
Pierrepont, Henry K. 
" Polytechnic " (The) . 

Poole, William F 

Prime, Rufus .... 
Prime, Temple .... 
Prince, Hon. L. Bradford 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
Produce Exchange, New York 
Providence Athenreum 
Providence Public Library 
Putnam, Rev. Alfred P., D. D. (File of the " Lib- 
eral Christian," 1867-1875, etc.) 
" Queens County Sentinel," Hempstead, Publishers of 
" Republican Watchman," Greenport, Publishers of 
Rhode Island Historical Society . 
Robinson, Hon. William E. 
Rochester, University of 
" Sag Harbor Express," Publishers of 
Scarborough, George 

Schmidt, Oscar E 

Schoonmaker, Peter P. . 
Secretary of the Navy 
Selpho, Williain .... 
Selwyn, Alfred R. C, LL.D., F. R. S 
Seney, George 1. . . 
Sheridan, Lieut. Genl. Philip H. 
Silk Association of America . 
Silliman, Augustus E. . . . . 
Slocum, Charles E., M. D., Syracuse, N. Y. 
Smith, Hon. J. Hyatt .... 

Smithsonian Institution 

Society of Friends of New York, Saml. B. Haines, Secy 
" South Side Observer," Rockville Center, Publishers of 
" Spectator " (The), Publishers of 



Vol- 

UMEb. 



30 
17 



15 
1 
I 



I 

35 
I 

10 

1 

1 

5 



I 
I 

1 1 

4 
I 
I 
2 



Pam- 
phlets. 



26 





Vol- 
umes. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


Squier, I.ucien B. (Five pieces of Confederate money) 
Stanwood, James R., Boston .... 
Steiger, E., New York ...... 

Stiles, Henry R., M. D 

St. Louis, Public School Library of . 

Storrs, Rev. Richard S., D. I) 

Taunton, Public Library of . 

Thomas, Lawrence B. ..... . 

Thwing, Rev. Edward Payson .... 

Toledo, Ohio, Public Library ..... 

Torrey Botanical Club, New York 

Town, Henry, Chicago, 111 

Townshend, Chas. Hervey, New Haven, Ct. 

'I'ufts College 

United States Naval Observatory .... 

Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. . 

Van Voorhis, Elias W., New York 

Virginia Historical Society ..... 

Virginia, University of . 

Webb, Genl. J. Watson. (Portrait of himself; photo- 
graph) 

Wheeler, Capt. George H. . . . . . 

" Wheelman " (The), Publishers of . 

Whitaker, Rev. P^pher, Southold .... 

Whitney, James L 

Winchell, Nathaniel H. 

Wmtringham, Jeremiah. (Indian School newspapers; 
old check on the United States Bank) 

Wyommg Historical and Geological Society . 

Yale College . . . . . . 
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DONATIONS FOR THE MUSEUM, 



1882-3. 

W. J. Allen. Nest of the marsh wren. 
HoRACK AvERiLL. Fungi and hchens. 

George P. Badger. Sponge from the beach opposite Freeport, L. I. 

Eugene G. Blackford. Thirteen specimens of the fishes of this 
locality : the beginning of a collection which he has undertaken to 
form. 

Mrs. H. a. Bi.akslee. Garnet sand, a variety of shells, egg cases 
of the Ray, and sponge found on the beach at West Hampton, L. I. 

George B. Brainerd. A Holothurian from the South Bay ; also, 
centipedes and a salamander. 

Leopold Brandeis. Two idols of rude pottery, from Yucatan. 

John Bunce. Anthracite from a furnace, curiously seamed with 
quartz. 

Oliver R. Charlick. Rudely formed stone inkstand, found 
six feet below the surface of the ground, at East Jamaica. 

Edward Cogan. Cobble stone of decayed feldspar, penetrated 
by the roots of a willow. 

Mrs. M. S. Culbertson. Variety of objects of interest from 
China, illustrating curious burial rites and superstitions; also, Chi- 
nese letter-envelopes, note-paper, joss-sticks, chop-sticks, incense cups, 
and several specimens of Chinese literature. 

H. H. Dickinson. Carved figure of the " Charter Oak," in a 
frame. 

.■\bbot L. Dow. Wood carvings from India. (Described in the 
Report.) 

J. M. Falconer. Relics of the old Patchen House at Gowanus, 
with a printed notice of it. 

Charles Hallock. Chippewa Mokuk, a cone-shaped vessel of 
birch bark for holding maple sugar ; a head of a muskrat, mounted ; 
also, skull of a muskrat; pipe, and stone implement from a mound in 
Ohio; halter for a pony, of raw hide, from the Little Saskatchewan 
River, British America, used by the Indians, and known as the 
" Shagnappi Halter." 

Thomas Hicks. Nests of the mud-wasp. 

Mrs. Mary Hitchcock. Moccasins and leggings ornamented by 
bead-work, from the " Warm Springs Indians." 



Oliver L. Jones, M. D. Young oysters, from Oyster Bay Harbor. 
A. G. Larcombe. Centipede, from Padang. 

A. H. LoTT. Stone axe and arrowhead, from Musconetcong, N.J. 

James M. Ludlam. P'.ncrinal stem (fragment), found in a cobble 
stone, at fifty feet below the surface, at Oyster Bay, L. I. 

Mrs. D. J. Lyons and Mrs. D. Huntington. War club from 
Fiji; and shells from collections of the late Mrs. Richards. 

A. Merwin. Wooden Chinese idol — "Hung Shang Wang, or 
immeasurably holy king." 

Mrs. M. Newman. Stone jug used in the Revolutionary Army. 

Capt. R. M. Potter. Dragon-like figure, once attached to the 
Chinese Wall, obtained by the Rev. George W. Dorrance, a retired 
naval chaplain, and presented at his request. 

John Rome. Quartz crystals from Dix Hills, L. I. 

George Scarborough. Collection of specimens of Natural His- 
tory. (Described in the Report.) 

Mrs. Schoonmaker. Shells. 

George R. Smith, M. D. Jaw of a porpoise, from an Indian 
burial mound at Rechebath Beach, Delaware. 
Charles Storrs. An Iguana, mounted. 

Albert E. Sumner, M. D. Iron key, from beneath the stone 
pavement in Shakespeare's house; and piece of the first Atlantic 
cable. 

Wm. Wallace Tooker. Piece of Indian pottery ; and three pho- 
tographs of views near Sag Harbor, L. I. 

Miss Tuttle. Gordius aquaticus, or hair wonn. 

Richard Underbill. Indian mortar, a fine specimen of red 
sandstone, found near Glen Cove, L. I. 

Ferdinand Ward. Pair of deer. 

Prof. H. A. Ward. Bust of Buflfon. 

C. W. Wardell. Flint chips from Panama. 

Elbert H. Willets. Garnet and iron sand, from the beach at 
East Moriches. 

Van Brunt Wvckoff. Iron ore, with green quartz and horn- 
blende, from a large bowlder laid bare in digging a cellar at Seven- 
teenth Street near Third Avenue, Brooklyn. 

Alfred R. Young. Collection of shells and ophiuridje. 

Mrs. a. R. Young. Specimens of garnets, phenogamous plants, 
ferns, mosses, and lichens. 



IN MEMORIAM. 



HENRY C. MURPHY. 



Minute adopted by the Long Island Historical Society, December 
12, 1882 : 

In the death of the Honorable HENRY CRUSE MURPHY, 
after a brief illness, on the ist instant, the Long Island Historical 
Society has lost from its number one to whose sagacious counsel and 
resolute friendship it was largely indebted at its formation, who was a 
member of it from the beginning, a member of its Board of Directors 
since the organization of the Board, and for years past its First Vice- 
President. The Board of Directors deem it therefore their duty, as 
well as their privilege, respectfully to recommend to the Society that 
the following Minute be adopted by the Society, and be entered in 
full on its peraianent Records ; and that a copy of it, suitably en- 
grossed and certified by the Librarian, be sent to the family of Mr. 
Murphy. 

Born in 18 10, in this city, then an inconsiderable village, or, as he 
himself afterward described it, " a hamlet of a hundred houses " ; born 
of parents who had not long been settled here, but who had taken 
already an honorable place in the general esteem; graduated in 1830 
from Columbia College; entering three years later on the practice of 
the law in his native village, which already was alive with the large 
expectations that subsequent years have more than fulfilled; increas- 
ingly prominent from that time forward in municipal affairs, in public 
enterprises, and in the leading political councils of the County and 
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the State, for a time of the Nation; chosen Mayor of the city in 
1842 ; elected to Congress in the same year, when but thirty-two years 
of age ; a member of the Convention for revising the State Constitu- 
tion in 1846; elected in that year for the second time to the National 
Congress ; appointed Resident Minister of the United States to the 
Court of the Netherlands, at the Hague, in 1857; chosen to the Sen- 
ate of the State on his return to this country in i86i, and subsequently 
reelected five times to the same position, for a term of service cover- 
ing in all twelve years : — identified thus with the city from the begin- 
ning, intimately connected with all principal i)lans for its enlargement 
and full equipment with the necessary physical and legal ai)paratus 
for |)ublic security, convenience, and health; one of the most distin- 
guished of its many representatives at the capitol of the State or of 
the Nation, and the only one of all its citizens who has been sent by 
the National Government to represent the country as one of its em- 
bassadors to foreign Courts, — Mr. Murphy will have right to an hon- 
orable place in the history of this community as long as that history 
shall continue to be written. The last great enterprise, with which 
he was associated from its inception, and to which ten years or more 
of his life have been lately energetically given, — the Bridge which 
connects the two great sections of the metropolitan city, — will testify 
to those who are to enjoy the permanent extension of Broadway to 
Brooklyn, of his public spirit, his forecast of the future, and his expe- 
rience and diligence in affairs, while its strong towers and cables 
remain. 

But it was in his literary studies and work, and his careful and wide 
historical inquiries, that he exercised his powers more delightfully to 
himself, and has made the community of American students more 
sensibly and largely his debtors. Having early contributed important 
articles to the principal Reviews then published in this country, he has 
been also, in later years, the author, or the diligent and faithful trans- 
lator, of volumes and papers whose value to the students of .American 
history has been widely recognized. Among these are his translation 
of " De Vries' Voyages from Holland to America," published in quarto 
in 1853; "The Anthology of New Netherland," including translations 
of the early Dutch Poets of New York, with memoirs of their lives; 
an elaborate pamphlet on " Henry Hudson in Holland," written at 
the Hague, and setting forth the origin and objects of that voyage 
which led to the discovery of the Hudson River; the Journal of a 
Voyage to this country in 1679-80, by the Labadist missionaries, 
Bankers and Sluyter, which was the first volume published by this 
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Society ; and an extended and critical examination of the literature 
concerning the commonly accredited voyage of Verrazzano to the 
North American Coast. He had in hand, in his latest years, and is 
understood to have made much progress in preparing, another work, 
more comprehensive than any of the preceding, on the early American 
history ; and this, also, he had expressed the intention of presenting 
for publication to this Society. 

In these works, and in others less prominent connected with them, 
Mr. Murphy wrought with an exemplary care, patience, and faithful- 
ness, which commanded the respect even of the scholars who most 
distinctly dissented from his conclusions. And the choice and ample 
library which he had gathered in the pursuit of his favorite studies, — 
a library in many respects among the richest and rarest in the coun-, 
try, — is at once the fruit and the fine memorial of his excellent literary 
and historical tastes, and of the range of his various researches. His 
bibliographical knowledge was accurate and wide ; and on cjuestions 
concerning rare books or pamphlets — touching either their history, 
their contents, or their value — he was recognized by those familiar 
with the subject as of high authority. 

Mr. Murphy's interest in this Institution commenced with the first 
suggestion which was made, looking to its establishment; and his 
name was attached to the earliest circular which invited a meeting of 
gentlemen for conference, out of which was developed the new organi- 
zation. His interest in the Institution, from that time to the time of 
his death, was of essential and continual benefit to it and to its library. 
He was a generous contributor to it, both of books for its collections 
and of money for its treasury. He personally and successfully solic- 
ited aid for it, at .the different conjunctures when it has been in urgent 
need of relief or of enlargement. His counsels concerning its admin- 
istration were always intelligent, liberal, and candid; marked by an 
affectionate solicitude for its welfare, and the desire for constant ex- 
pansion in its plans and work. His attendance on the meetings of 
the Board, and of the Society, was regular and punctual, when public 
duties did not altogether pre-occupy his attention ; and his courtesy in 
discussion uniformly corresponded with his generosity in action, and 
with the courageous wisdom of his plans. We are justified in saying 
that the Society has had no other member — can hardly have one in 
the future — more unselfish and earnest in behalf of its interests, more 
ready to devise and personally to do liberal things for the furtherance 
of its aims, or himself more accomplished in many of the studies which 
it is designed to incite and to assist. We profoundly regret that we 
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are compelled to miss henceforth from our assemf)hes the unfailing 
zeal and the far-sighted counsel of this earnest, distinguished, and 
learned associate. 

Resolved, That the foregoing Minute be adopted by the 15oard 
and entered on its Records, and that a copy of it be presented by the 
President to the Society, with a request for the adoption of it by the 
Society, and for the proper order for the transmission of it, in suitable 
form, to the family of Mr. Murphy. 



ROLL OF MEMBERS. 



LIFE MEMBERS IN SMALL CAPS. 



Abbot, Charles R. 
Abbott, George B. 
Ackcrman, John R. 
Adams, Charles F. 
auams, coe. 
Adams, Horatio M. 
Adams, William. 
Adams, William N. 
Adriance, William J. 
Agar, Alexander. 
Acer, Rev. John C. 
Aikman, James H. 
AiKMAN, Walter M. 
Alexander, George W. 
Allen, Albert G. 
Allen, Mrs. Hugh. 
Allen, Mrs. Susan. 
Allen, William H. 
Allen, William J. 
Ai.LiN, George. 
Amelung, John A. 
yVnderson, Mrs. H. S. 
Anderson, John J. 
Annan, Edward. 
Antisell, Miss Margaret. 
Armor, Samuel G., M. D. 
Arnold, Edward H. 
Arnold, L. Hastings, Jr. 
Arnold, Richard. 
Arnold, William. 
Ashfield, James. 
Aten, Henry F., M. D. 
Atkinson, George H., M. D. 
Atkinson, John P. 
Atkinson, Lewis P. 
Atwater, Henrv D. 
Atwater, James C. 
Averill, Joseph O. 



Ayer, Benjamin. 
Aymar, Mrs. Samuel. 
Ayres, Daniel, Jr., M. D. 
Babcock, Charles L. 
Babcock, David S. 
Bacchus, Rev. John G. 
Bacon, Stephen H. 
Badger, George. 
Bailev, James. 
Bailey, James S. 
Baker, Daniel D. 
Baker, D. Ira. 
Baldwin, J. Theodore. 
Ball, John, M. D. 
Ball, Thomas P. 

Bancroft, Rev. Lucius W. , D. D. 

Bangs, Charles W. 

Banker, George W. 

Banta, Theodore M. 

Barber, William B. 

Barnard, Daniel P. 

Barnes, Alfred C. 

Barnes, Alfred S. 

Barnes, Daniel. 

Barnes, Demas. 

Barnes, Edwin M. 

Barnes, Henry B. 

Barnes, Henry W. 

Barnes, John C. 

Barnes, Mrs. Julia A. 

Barnes, Richard S. 

Barnes, William D. 

Barnett, David. 

Barnum, David B. 

Barnum, Edmund B. 

Barr, Edward. 
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